
EXHIBIT 11

Letter dated March 2, 1906 to Commissioner of Indian Affairs
from J.R. Meskimmons
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTBRIOK,

UNITED BTATBS INDIAN BBRVIOB,

Ca-rnon Olty Nevarta,

Uaroh. s, 1906.

Tho Honordbln,

The CommlBsloner Tr.ii.lp.n A-ffal'n.q,

Wagliingl-on D.O.

Rlr: On page 5 of ray lettBT of Jan.S3, 1908, I nentlonod the faot,

that l.hw waa no raaer'/oly ei-te of tauoh value balov Haaon Valley,

ar.d that I understood that the Roolcmatl-on Sorviou l»u(i un<t»r aongld-

BpatAon ths looatlon of a rnaarvotr a*** in •tho Antnlopa Valley on

the Head waters of -the Walker RivRr.and that I tras not prnparcd to

laay 3ugt what oonolualona had been reached. In rngaril to nane. HowcaBr

I liaA lidtirA fron what appeored to bo good authority that tho rttaar-
e

ivolr had, bncn raportad BB belne ontirBly ^aBl.blo and thr.t; l.ho pcopls
I
I of Uaaon and snltU'a valleya would avail themaelvcB of the l.rrica-

tlon law,organiBB thmanelves unA«r Ita provlnlona anA aaK the DBpart-

ment to proceed with th® oongtruotlon of the renervolr In quodtion.

I -thBFefora dlmnlnsad for tho tilma being the queAtlon of tha Ind-

lan Dopartment making use of that p&rtiaular roacrvoj.r slto a nd

and tried to looate another but found none worth mcnttonlng, andbe-

I cause of tli<» oondi-llona juat mcntl.oned auggeateA that it might ba

Innooaaary to prooure water by pumping oitlier from tho lake or from

In'Rlle. T have foUOTod up the idea of pumping and find that the more

]I loolt into i-t the aieaB feaBliilo it becomaB,and ani more than ever

Batl8flod -that pumping ahouid I)B ueed only ag a last reaort.
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(Hon.Oom.^) 3-/

I therefore oontinund the BBaroh for a rMcrvolr Blto and In oonvor-

nation with tl'.e farmerB of Smith er.A Kaaon valleyn iBamnd that tf.ere
•^___—.... ^__^- ..^7

are many large farrnnrn In •fcliBBB two valloya who will not agree to

ttto Trriratlon aat-iirhioh llml'bB tlio amount of land whioh can be Irri-

ga'fccd to 160 aor^ per inAivl.dual and thB opinion is that there la

no oommon ground aooeptablc to ttoo Interior Departmen't upon whioh

thfl farmern are willing to fltand.anrt tbat i' ;g llKnly +,o taKe yc&rB

to settle the water riRhta ag among •thBtnBBlvns.

Upon the reoclpt or thn a'bove Information I detomlneA to

visit the 'brforn nnn'tlonoA rnBervolr Bite anA report to ymx upon the

faasitoility of Its UBB for the Indiana•

;r" I finA It to be an lA«al al.'to -larEft enough to hold from

60'ooOto 60,000 aorc fast whioh ia about, the ainiuura flow of ths Wal-

'<er river rturlng the non-lrrlgatiBg geaBon. It ia a natural basin

almoat surrounded, by raoun1;atnn,lnto which the iratera of tli9 Walker

rlvor can eaBlly tin led throuEh a oanal or oanals from a point aboan

anA from whloh the scane oan be teken by means of a tiuinel and raturn-

od to the rlvor again. A levoc oan be thrown aoroiB t^.y upper

side of the r-acrvoir whioh will inorease the oaii&city of eamo very

roatorially if needed. I dc not toow of a place whera the aaiae

amor>nt of watar oan Tsa atorod at-the aarae ooat.

The Indiana will nc«A a larga proportion If not all the water

that car. be stored hare,ew durlne a ds-'y sranon thay are without water

fron the firat of June on to the en<l of the ae&son. OountAng thB

loan or orw half rturlnp transmlBBion In qoBpage and evaporation whloh

is very oonservfttlva HR there probably sixty nilfta of river liotween

the roBoryoir and tha land to ba Irrlgated, thftrc wouiA be approx-
<

Imatnlv 35,000 aore fBotpvallalile. Thia would aufflolnfcnt to Irrigata

."—::1
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(Uon.3on.;'3)

10,000 aT"ni well, l.hrno tjmes.

Tr thlB Bltn In Heoured (ill oP t.ho Invel lanrt on t,he reBaraa-

tlon onn be Irricntert. This nnountB to fully 10,000 aoreH. If it

in not uand. T have yet to disoover & satiRfaotory tnothoA ol' Irrigat-

Ing name.

Upor my arrival at the site I founn. thn rinorvoir half

full of v.'at.nr and upon Inquiry gatnert the followlne information the

•truth ol' whiah T. liatta no reason to Aoubi.

71.<- Rlakey Land and Cat-He Co. IB Aivnrting tha water of

the rivsr througft a oanal Into fha rdBsrvolr.and. hp.B bncn doing the

•fcho Bame for some tima. The reBefvoi.r haa bBon fi.ltted to aunh an

extant aa to rcquiro the movine of th® publics road which they am

now dolnff. ThlB Oorpora'tlon orltlokey which whioh IB praotloally

one and the seciB, haa employftA an enginaer whOBB name Id BRiA <-o bo

HenrterBon for the purpose of buildlnB aaid TORA around the mmmtaln

also of oonBtruatlnR a -tunnal aiirt •so.*.-', •"oil ing worla in order" to UBB

the water of the reservoir for the irrlfatlon of the land of the

Smith anrt Maaon vallcya tn Bxahanrcn for the natia-Rl •Flow of the rlvor

during the Buuacr conths ,whioli ho intonrts to cpply to hia or thoir

oim land above the re-icrvolr. They have employed miners to ainK

test holai alon^ the Uno of gurvey of •thg funnel, all of whioh aBemn

to Bhow that thlB Corporation has tiitean poggteiaion of thin ronervoir

altfc for thn bonefi-fc af themBdVBs in oppossAtion to tha ruling* of

the OoronlBBloner of the Oeneral liand Offiae and later of the Scorn-

\ -fcary of the Interior". ._„»-

The Ingal statua of the oaec la get forth In a letter from

, the U.S.Dlstriot Attorney which I herewith anoioac.

5.-3.
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/
(Hon.Corn.^4)

In view of Uia atoovd faotB I liavn tho lioncr to rooormonA

that the Dopartnnnt taKn Innnrtl.ntn atepn to ncourB l.l'.l" rrgcrvoir

Bite for •fcln" lndianB or the ValHnr Hlver roaorvatlon.tlia'b I T)R auth-

orlend and inatruotnd to taKf auoh Btcpa as the Uepartoont think

toat in the premiaes to tirnvont thiB valuable reaorvolr alte from

falling Into -the hands of prlvata indtviduali or aorpcra'tlonB,an'l

that I be Inatruotnrt to autmlt plans and eatlmat.na for tiie oonatruat-

Ion of tunnel,oontrollJnf; workB ato.neocaaary to the une of BA&A

rn»M*voir for the indliMia.

Very seapeotfuO.ly,

L-c^i^y^y

Pupt.Irrle..'- •S.B.A.

'":K^t^tSS^m^k*t'yrvtl''i'fw~ *'T<
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